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Introduction 



Fascinate your friends and family with this 
elegant keepsake box held together with nothing 
more than fine joinery. Designed as an entry for the 
Lumberiocks.com Summer 2007 Woodworkers 
Challenge, this Curly Maple Keepsake Box 
accented with Walnut, Cocobolo and Kingwood will 
test your joinery skills while creating that special 
family heirloom. Measuring 6”W x 5”H x 9 5/8”L this 
small box can probably be built from shop scraps and 
the price of a Starbucks Coffee© 


Difficulty: Average woodworking skills 
Overall Dimensions: 6” W by 9 5/8” L by 5” H 
Materials cost (As shown): $15+ 

Hours to complete: 15+ 
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The Process 


I started by machining all the required pieces to 
final dimensions. This included re-sawing and 
surfacing the top piece of curly maple to 3/8” 
and creating a sliding dovetail with a Vi” dovetail 
bit. Next I surfaced the bottom to 3/8” as well, 
drilled the holes for the feet, turned the feet, 
created the wedges (see attached wedge Jig 
documentation ) installed the feet and pared the 
remaining material left above with a sharp 
chisel. It’s imperative that all handwork be 
completed prior to assembly as it will be virtually 




impossible to sand or chisel after the box has 
been assembled. It should also be mentioned 
that careful attention should be paid to the 
direction of the grain in relation to the 
placement of the wedge! Essentially, the cut 
and wedge should be perpendicular to the 
grain both in the foot and the bottom piece of 
the box. Failure to follow these steps may 
lead to splitting of the foot, base or both. 
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Next I cut the dovetails and ploughed 
the grooves in the sides to accept the 
top and bottom pieces. The ploughs 
were accomplished with a plunge 
router so the grooves did not extend 
past the dovetails. 



Finally, assembly time© 




In order to ensure a tight fit I used clamps to 
secure all the pieces while I drilled and 
pinned each corner. 4 Pins were driven 
from the top and 4 pins where driven from 
the bottom. The 
top pins were 
driven about 2 Vz 
while the bottoms 
were driven at 
least past the first 
dovetail. 
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Once assembled, I finished sanded the 
entire box and separated the top from 
the bottom using the band saw 



Once the top was removed the dados were cut in both the top and bottom portions of the box, the 
hinges machined to fit the dado, a hole was drilled for the 3/16” pin, and then the hinge was 
installed and pinned with 1/8” dowel 
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Wedge / Shim Jig 


Here’s a handy little jig for making wedges shims alike. Simply find some scrap 
approximately 6”x12”, cut a 3/8”x8” wedge as shown in the photo below. Attach your choice 
of handle and you are ready 
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Material List 


Rougii Dimensions 


Parts 

No 

L 

W 

T 

Material Sheets 

BF 


Price Total 


Lumber 










Top / Bottom 

1 

9 1/2 

5 

1/2 

Curly Maple 

0.20 

BF 

7.50 

1.48 

Front and Back 

2 

9 1/2 

5 

1/2 

Soft Maple 

0.40 

BF 

7.50 

2.97 

Sides 

2 

6 1/2 

5 

1/2 

Soft Maple 

0.27 

BF 

7.50 

2.03 

Legs 

1 

1 

1 

1/2 

King Wood 

0.00 

BF 

7.50 

0.03 

Hinges 

2 

1 1/4 

1/2 

1/4 

Cocobolo 

0.00 

BF 



Wedges 

4 




Walnut 

0.00 

BF 



Pins 

8 

3 


1/4" 

Walnut 





Pins 

4 



1/8" 

Other 








Total BF 

0.87 Subtotal $ 

6.52 




Subtotal Lumber 

6.52 

Finishes 





Arm R Seal 

1 pt 


10.00 

10.00 

Shellac 

1 Pt 


10.00 

10.00 




Subtotal Finishes 

20.00 


Project Total $ 26.52 


12 














References 


Applying the Finish with the Wood Whisperer - Is this pod cast Marc covers the basics of 
applying the Seal - R - Cell finish 

“When Dovetails Cry” - A dovetail video with The Wood Whisperer 
Joinery - Some basic joinery with Matt’s at Matt’s Basement Workshop 
Dado’s - Everything you ever wanted to know about dados© 
www.lumberiocks.com 


13 








